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Book Notichs 

Alan It. Bi-iSM-nTt-;. Ari.hi-.n Rainis BiiSSltth. William K. Chapman, and Vai.i-.rii-Conlly 

C hapman. 2CUX). Wildflowers of Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont in 

color. (ISBN 0-815(')-058C')-2, pbk.). Syracuse University Press, 621 Skytop 
Road, Suite 110, Syracuse, NY 13244-5290, U.S.A. (Orders: http:// 
sumvveb.syr.edu/su_press/, twalsh01@syr.edu, 315-443-5547, 315-443-5545 
lax). $24.95, pbk., 1(13 pp, 362 color photos, 6 1/2" x 9 1/4". 

The book includes 'nearly |3hoiographs ol shou'y species, those most likely to be marveled at, 
each s|3ecies with a briel, mid-technical description. The “primary I'elerence stnirce lor nomencla- 
ture and terminolog)’ is the “Revi.sed Checklist ol New ^brk State Plants by R.S. Mitchell and Ci.C. 
Tucker." The photos are nicely done and most ol them show aspects ol the loliage as well as t he I low- 
ers— the volume is wca th ha\'ing lor the photos. Within each ol the si.\ color categories, the sjhecies 
are sorted by a series ol key-like alternatix'es, using leatures ol I lowers, habit, and leaves to help the 
user nax’igate toward matching a plnoto with plant in hand. /\ “X'isual Gk^ssarcS’ “C il(9ssar\' cd Terms." 
“Index o\ Comim^n Names," and “Index ol Cienera and Species" also provide help toward t his goal. 

I a\' it perhaps t(^ the bias c^l a non-no\uce, but its hard lor me \o appreciate the \'alue ol this 
<irtilicial coloi’ arrangement cd species, compared to the broader uselulness of grouping the phot(5s 
by lamily. Users ol this lxxd< who would want to check the identity ol species by relerence to the 
pit h y descr I pi ions and semi-technical ‘ke\’s’ [Probably ha\'e enough bcnanical background and sa\’vy 
1(5 appreciate I local similarii ies accjuired thrc^ugh evolutic^n. Guy I.. N'csum, /kitun I(Y// Rcscdn h Insli- 
UilC(f/ lewis, PcCiin Street, I'ort Worth, T\ 76I02-S060, U.S.A. 


nANii i Zoi lARV and Maria Hcspp. 2000. Doniesticaiion of Plants in the Old World, 

Press, 2001 
-7556). 



Third Edition. (ISBN 0-10-850356-3, pbk.). 

Evans Road, Cary, NC 27513, USA (Orders: vvww.oup-usa.oi 
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/\sa St iident ol et hnob(5tan\' i lading m(3stly on the anthropological side ol the spect rum ) I was genu- 
inely excited to see this book. U()mes( iccited Phint.s in (he (Vil Worhl makes available a wealth ol in- 
lorma(i(5n in a concise text that is both exhaustively re.searched and elegantly written. The bc^ok 
ccantains ten chapters k^llowed by site orientation maps aiul chronological charts, references, and an 
index. 1 he I'n^ok begins with a discussi(5n c5l the s(5urccs o( evi(.lence loi' the origin and spread (4l 
cultixated plants, including archaec^kygical evidetice. evidence Ircim li\’ing plants, arid radiocarbon 
daring and dendiwhronolc^gy. The lollowing seven chapters individually cover cereals, pulses, oils 
and I ibre crops, I mil i rees aixl nuts, x'cgetables atui tubers, ca^ndiments. ami d\’c cro|3s. Chapter nine 
discusses plant remains in re[5resentati ve archaeoli^gical sites and is l(3ll(>wed b)' a conclusion cover- 
ing t he beginning ol dc^mest icat ion and hori icult ure. This edition dil let s I la^m t he |3revi(3us edit i(5ns 
in that It includes the most recent tindings Irom molecular biology about the genetic relations be- 
tween domesticated plants and their wild ancestors, added information on several new crop plants 
and iiU (5rporates extensive new archaeological data about the spread ol agriculture. The cha]9ter on 
“bruit C(5llected Irom the w ild" that appeared in previous editic^ns has been omitted Irom thise(.li- 
tion. 1 would highly recommend this book lor anthropology and l^otan)- classes dealing wdth the 
origins 111 agriculture. It is a linely produced text that should also gain extended readership among 
lay readers inierestcxl in t he subject.^ Kevin U. liinni,Hotciniedl Resecireh /iis/iMUeu/ Te.\ds,l'ori Worth, 
I .\ 70I02-S0o0, [ 7S.A.,kjdnni&l')rit.or^. 
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